
Americas First Government 
 
The ______________________ of 
___________________________ was the name of the 
first government of the United States. 
 
It had been started back in 1776 in the ______________  
_________________, and finally approved by all the 
states in 1781. 
 
 
Weak on Purpose? 
 
Americans were afraid of a strong 
____________________ government. After all, they had fought a war over it. So, 
the government they decided on was weak. 
 
The national government under the Articles did not have the power to _________ 
or enforce _____________.  
 
The national government did have the power to wage __________, but since 
they couldnʼt _________, there was no way to ____________ for it.  
 
The government could also issue ____________________, but the states didnʼt 
have to use it. The _______________ had their own money. 
 
Weaknesses  
 
Since the ______________________ government could not tax, and the national 
money was __________________, debt became a huge problem.  
 
Debt = ___________    _______________ 
 
The biggest problem was that the ______________________ who had fought 
the war, had not been ____________, and they were mad. 
 
Most of the soldiers were ______________________, and they were unable to 
pay their debts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The Articles of ConfederationThe Articles of Confederation   

Strengths  Weaknesses 
1. Declare _____________ 
2. Make ________________ 
3. Sign Treaties 
4. Borrow _______________ 
5. ________________ an 

Army & Navy 
6. Organize a _________  

_________ 
 

1. No Chief 
____________________ 

2. No National Court System 
3. No Power to 

___________Soldiers 
4. No Power to Control 

Interstate______________ 
5. No Power to 

______________ Treaties 
6. No Power to Collect 

____________ from the 
States 

7. Difficult to Pass Laws 
(______ vote) 

8. No National 
__________________ 

9. Difficult to 
_________________  

10. ___________________ 
Vote Needed to Change 
Articles 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Shayʼs Rebellion 
 

Farmers were taken into ________________, then to jail, and their land was 
taken away from them because they were in _______________. 
 
In 1786, an armed __________________ by _____________________ against 
the state government took place.  
 
The revolt was led by Daniel _________________. 
 
The farmers began to ___________________ prevent 
the courts from meeting so they couldnʼt take anyone 
elseʼs ____________ away or put them in _______.  
 

Early in 1787, the Governor sent _____________ men 
against the rebels and the rebels were 
___________________. 

________________ and the other rebels were ___________________. (An 
official act of forgiveness) 

Results of Shayʼs Rebellion 

________________  ____________________ showed the leaders of America 
that the __________________ of _________________________ were too weak, 
and a _________________ national government was needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Conclusion 
 
Why Did the Founding Fathers believe the Articles needed to be replaced 
by the US Constitution? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why did the Founding Fathers Choose a Confederation plan of 
government? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


